
or opinions.  As he or she 
answers a teacher’s ques-
tion, your child can refer 
to something they learned 
in class or read in a text-
book to support their 
statement.  If your child is 
responding to a classmate 
during a discussion, he or 
she could say whether 
they agree or disagree and 
tell why. 
 
Stretch your memory 
Try this on-the-go game 

to sharpen your child’s 

memory.  Pick something 

you see out the car win-

dow, and describe it using 

one adjective.  (“Red 

barn.”)  Your child re-

peats your words and adds 

another object with a dif-

ferent adjective.  (“Red 

barn, big bulldozer”)  

Keep going until someone 

can’t remember the list.  

Whether your child is 
participating in a class dis-
cussion, chatting with a 
friend or relative, or an-
swering a teacher’s ques-
tion, he or she will need 
to be a good communica-
tor.  Here are strategies 
to try. 
 
Get started 
Good communicators 
know how to start a dis-
cussion and keep it going.  
Let your child ask you a 
yes or no question.  (“Do 
you have a pet?”)  Then, 
tell her to pose an open-
ended question; one that 
can’t be answered with 
yes or no.  (“Why do you 
think most people have 
dogs or cats rather than 
other pets?”)  Your child 
will see how open-ended 
questions can lead to 
more interesting discus-
sions.   
 
 
Jump in 
Your child can join a 

classroom discussion or 
everyday conversation by 
“piggy-backing.”  First, he 
or she should listen close-
ly to what someone says.  

Then, he or she can build 
on it; adding his or her 
own ideas.  For example, 
after a classmate speaks, 
your child could say, 
“That’s true.  I was think-
ing…”  Or your child 
might restate in his or her 
own words what the per-
son said and then share 
their idea or ask a follow-
up question. 
 
Explain reasoning 
When your child express-
es his or her thoughts, 
encourage him or her to 
back them up with facts 

Career Day 

D E V E L O P  S T R O N G   
C O M M U N I C A T I O N  S K I L L S  

Welcome to all of 
our Forest Brook 
families!  The Princi-
pal’s Corner is a 
newsletter that will 
be published on the 
website quarterly.  It 
will provide you with 
pertinent information 
about our school.  As 
always, your feedback 
is important to us!  
Please don’t hesitate 
to contact the school 
with any questions or 
concerns.   
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Learning to infer, or “read 
between the lines,” is one 
key to good reading com-
prehension.  Consider these 
tips for helping your child 
make inferences when they 
read. 
 
Describe the setting.   
 
Pick a book, and read a few 
sentences to your child 
(without him or her look-
ing).  Leave out words that 
name the setting.  Example: 
“Sand stretched in all direc-
tions… cacti dotted the 
landscape.”  Can your child 
infer where the story is set?  

If they aren’t sure, give 
him or her a hint.  (“Where 
do you see lots of sand and 
cacti?”)  
 
Look for lessons.   
 
Fables are great for reading 
between the lines.  Read 
one by Aesop, and help 
your child figure out the 
lesson.  For instance, “The 
Tortoise and the Hare” 
teaches that even if you’re 
slow, you can win if you 
just keep going.  Have your 
child point out parts that he 
or she used to make their 
inference.  (“The tortoise 

never stopped, and he took 
one good step after anoth-
er.”) 
 

Use prompts.   

Questions that start with 

“Why do you think….?” or 

“How do you know…?”  

can encourage your child to 

infer.  You might ask why 

he or she thinks a character 

behaved the way he did or 

how your child knows it’s 

going to snow.   Together, 

look for clues in the book 

that may help them answer 

the questions.   

R E A D  B E T W E E N  T H E  L I N E S  
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“You cannot use 

up creativity.  The 

more you use, the 

more you have.”   

-Maya Angelou 

Science Fair  
2015 

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  C o r n e r  

A READING CHALLENGE 
 

By reading more complex books, your child can learn new 
words, facts, and ideas.  They will also be exposed to more 
complicated plots and will grow as a reader.  Share these sug-
gestions. 
 
 Provide context.  Knowing something about the topic or 

setting will make a tougher book easier to comprehend.  If 
your child is reading a novel set in China, he or she could 
talk to someone who has been there or look up the country 
o n l i n e  ( t r y  a  c h i l d r e n ’ s  s i t e  l i k e 
kids.nationalgeographic.com). 

 Encourage your child to look at a simpler book on the same 
subject.  A picture book biography about Harriet Tubman 
may help your child better understand a textbook chapter 
on the civil rights movement, for instance. 

 Suggest that your child read complicated material with pen-
cil and paper in hand.  He or she can jot down questions, 
words to look up, or facts he wants to learn more about. 



 
Help your child learn about the 
science of optics with this 
mealtime activity.   
 
Have him or her look at themself 
in a clean spoon.  What happens 
if your child looks in the bowl of 
the spoon?  (They are upside 
down.)  What happens on the 
other side?  (They are right side 
up.)   
 
Next, have your child bring their 
finger toward the spoon and 
watch what happens on each side.  
The bowl (the concave side) will 
magnify their finger, or make it 
look larger.  The back (the con-
vex side) will make the finger 

look smaller.  Ask your child how 
scientists might use this infor-
mation to make eyeglasses, cam-
eras, or telescopes.  
 
Tip: Your child can remember 

which side is which by thinking of 

concave as “caves in.” 

 

L o o k  a t  m e !  
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“Use the talents you possess, for 

the woods would be a very silent 

place if no birds sang except the 

best.”    

-Henry van Dyke  
 

100th Day of School 

 Be There!  
 
Regular attendance in elementary school sets up a good pattern for 

your child’s entire school career.  Show your child that school 

comes first by trying to keep days off for illnesses and family emer-

gencies.  Also, schedule routine doctor and dentist appointments 

for after school or over school breaks. 

Random Acts of Kindness Week 

NOTEWORTHY WEBSITE 
 

http://kidshealth.org/parent/ 
 
Kids Health is a popular website for parents, with infor-
mation regarding children’s health issues and development. 
There is also a section written about children’s emotions 
and behaviors. 




